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the natural mm to produce the feelings which civilian
people have on thin point;  take again all the delicacies    ^
respecting bodily physicahties which savages have not I Aetat-42-
vestige of, but which, in the artificialised human bein^
often  equal in intensity any human feelings, natural or
artificial

4th. As to the opinion I expressed in the "Logic " that
miracles arc evidence of a revelation only to those who
already believe in a God, or at least in supernatural beings-
what I meant ia this ; we can never know that what is
preaented U> us as a miracle is so. The proof can only be
negative, vis,, that we do not know any mode in which the
thing cm have been produced by natural means; and what
is this worth when we are so ignorant of nature ? Two
years ago a mm who, by passing a handkerchief across a
person's face, could plunge him into a sort of ecstasy
during which a limb could be cut off without pain, would
have given apparent evidence of miraculous powers equal.
to any Mint in the calendar. You ask, But what if the
man himueU, being morally trustworthy,.affirms that it is
a miracle ? 1 answer, This would in many cases convince
me that he hiwndf             it to be one; but that would

weigh for absolutely nothing with me, as it is the easiest and
commonest fact in the world, especially in an unscientific
fitatc of the hitman mind, that people should sincerely
ascribe any peculiar and remarkable power in themselves
to divine gift, and any unexpected prompting of their own
mincta to a divim* communication* If the spectator did not
previously believe in supernatural powers an apparent .
miracle wilt never givt* him, I conceive, any reason for
believing in them* while ha in aware that there are natural
power* unknown to him; but if he does already believe
in mtpermitura! powers he has the choice between two
agencies, both of which he feels assured really exist, and
he therefore may and ought to consider which of the two
is tlit*                     in the individual instance,

Next, an to ChrwtHimty. You need not have supposed
any inclination in me. to speak with irreverence of Jesus
Christ* He is one of the very few historical characters for            j
